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DAM  PREI S 2020  GOES to DAVI D CH I PPERFI ELD ARCH I TECTS FOR TH E NEW  

BUI LDI NG OF TH E JAM ES-SI M ON-Galer ie, BERLI N:  

 

With the James-Simon-Galerie on the Museum Island, Berlin, the architects have achieved a delicate 
balancing act regarding the urban context. They were tasked with creating a grand entrance building for 
the Museum Island in one of the most prominent and sensitive locations in Berlin, a building that had to 
respect the strong architectural ensemble around it, comprising the Pergamon, Neues and Altes Museums 
as well as the Kupfergraben, an arm of the Spree river, and the now largely completed reconstruction of 
the Berlin Palace. 
Since 2007 outstanding buildings in Germany are awarded with the DAM Preis every year.  In 2020, the 
award will for the fourth time be bestowed by Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM) in close 

cooperation with JUNG as its partner .  
 
TH E LONGLI ST 
 

For the DAM Preis for Architecture in Germany, the museum has nominated – since 2016 also 
considering proposals by the Chamber of Architects  and expert advisory board (for 2020: Florian 
Fischer, Christian Holl, David Kasparek, Andreas and I lka Ruby, Alexander Russ as well as Jörn Walter)  
– 100 remarkable buildings or ensembles. The nominated buildings for the DAM Preis 2020 had to be 
completed between the end of 2017 and the spring of 2019. Basically, the nomination of the buildings on 
the longlist was not limited to a specific building typology, minimum size or building amount. All 
buildings in this nomination list are presented in the Architecture Guide Germany, sorted geographically.  
The 2020 edition, published by DOM publishers, is already on sale. At the same time, the longlist can also 
be viewed on the internet at www.dam-preis.de. Over the years, a digital archive of notable buildings in 
Germany will emerge. 
 

TH E SH ORTLI ST  
 

The jury of experts, chaired by Stephan Schütz (winner of DAM Preis 2019, gmp Architekten von Gerkan 
Marg and Partners), nominated 23 projects for the shor tlist of the DAM  Preis 2020 . 
Housing construction continues to be one of the most pressing architectural tasks in the country. Many of 
these projects were also dedicated to urban densification and regeneration or the conversion of existing 
buildings. A striking number of projects in this year’s selection are located in rural areas, such as the 
reconstruction of a farmstead in Franconia, the extension of a castle in Thuringia, and a number of 
detached houses. Medium-sized towns also provide interesting answers to urgent construction tasks, such 
as the replacement of an office building with a mixed-use ensemble in Bielefeld. The exhibition also 
presents a number of hybrid buildings. These include Germany’s first-ever commercial building realised 
by a joint building venture and a residential building in Munich, designed with and for refugees, which 
also includes a cafe and communal space. 
 

TH E FI NALI STS 
 

On a separate jury trip at the beginning of September last year, the five finalists were visited by the jury. 
At the end of the journey the prize-winning project 2020  was discussed.  
 

I NTERNATI ONAL ARCH I TECTURE 
 

Although they are not part of the DAM Preis pool, the buildings built in other countries designed by 
German firms have been fixtures of German contemporary architecture for many years.  
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DAM  PREI S 2020  –  AW ARD W I NNER 

 
James-Simon-Galer ie, Ber lin, Deutschland 

David Chipperfield Architects 

  
David Chipperfield Architects are winning the DAM Preis for the second time, having received the honour 
for the neighbouring building, the Neues Museum, ten years ago, and now for the James-Simon-Galerie at 
the same place. What can be more sustainable than a new, successful city element that everyone yearns to 
see and whose absence has been felt for so long? A city element that was carefully inserted into an 
ensemble of gems by classical masters such as Friedrich August Stüler (Neues Museum and Alte 
Nationalgalerie), Karl Friedrich Schinkel (Altes Museum), and Alfred Messel (Pergamon Museum). 
 
The clients sensed what was missing in the Museum Island ensemble – what functions had been 
overlooked and what requirements had not been foreseen in the nineteenth century: a gift shop, lifts, 
cloakrooms, bathrooms, a lecture hall, a café, a restaurant, and a general temporary exhibition space. 
 
All of these uses are now housed in a prominent corner building near the Kupfergraben, a small arm of 
the Spree River, on a plot where Schinkel’s Neue Packhof, demolished in 1938, once stood. Three spatial 
elements primarily form the composition and conceal its true, surprisingly large volume. When you 
approach the structure from the Kupfergraben canal and cross the Eiserne Brücke (I ron Bridge), you first 
catch a glimpse of the colonnade, with its implausibly slim columns, resting on an immense plinth that 
appears to be hovering over the water. Behind the colonnade lies a wide outdoor staircase, with three 
intermediate landings, which leads to an entrance portal. And finally, there is an inner courtyard, framed 
by equally slender columns that blend in seamlessly with Stüler’s colonnades by replicating their 
dimensions and rhythm. This new inner courtyard connects the James-Simon-Galerie to the Neues 
Museum, standing across it, and to the Pergamon Museum, still undergoing a protracted renovation 
project. Inside, a central foyer on the ground floor serves as the main circulation area, leading downstairs 
or upstairs and linked to an astonishingly large auditorium, inserted in the hollow space beneath the 
outdoor stairway. One day, the Archäologische Promenade (Archaeological Promenade) will stand in the 
basement level and link four of the five museums on the island. Cu29, a café and restaurant, is located on 
the terrace, with an interior that was also designed by David Chipperfield Architects. 
 
The materials are exquisite, the details flawlessly executed. Inside, the smooth exposed concrete contrasts 
with the translucent marble wall, with the veneer of the dark walnut wood, with the bronze handrails, and 
with the flooring made of shell limestone. Outside, a marble aggregate mixed into the concrete ennobles 
and accentuates the radiant character of the new building. 
 
The building represents excellence on so many levels. This is why the jury selected the building, not 
unanimously but unequivocally, as the winner of the DAM Preis 2020. I t should be mentioned that the 
most prominent exhibit of the neighbouring Neues Museum, having been awarded ten years ago, is the 
Nefertit i Bust, discovered during excavations by the Berlin-based entrepreneur Henri James Simon 
(1851–1932). The new entrance building can thus also be seen as an homage to his patronage. 
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VOI CES FROM  TH E JURY 
 

‘‘The sober  elegance is poignant in all its complexity... Bravo!’’  
(Dijane Slavic) 
 
“The building offers permanence, communal spir it, and a dignified atmosphere all at 
once. Congratulations to the tenacious architects, who have made a significant contr ibution to 
architecture and democracy.” 
(Christoph Hesse) 
 
‘‘The James-Simon-Galer ie is per fectly in tune with its sur rounding urban space. I t has the power  to 
transform its environment into a new place, which is what gives the building its endur ing vitality.”  
(Peter Cachola Schmal) 
 
 
‘‘The architects navigated the planning process, spanning a per iod of two decades, with great 
perseverance. The outcome is an opulent city element, per fectly filling the final gap in the Museum 
Island.” 
(Friederike Meyer)  
 
 
‘‘A master ful interpretation, both heroic and modern, that forms a new gateway into the magnificent 
and histor ical Museum Island.’’  
(Manfred Ortner) 
 
“The architects have managed this highly complex project with great respect for  the histor ic place and 
confidence in every detail. They have created a topos that will be inscr ibed in the collective memory of 
the city.”  
(Stephan Schütz)  
 
‘‘The James-Simon-Galer ie is like a work by Shostakovich in the hands of a vir tuoso pianist:  a difficult 
piece played master fully.” 
(Anne Kaestle)  
 
“Pathos and grandeur , modesty and respect – all of these blend in per fectly in this exquisite and unique 
place.” 
(Christina Budde) 
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TH E FI NALI STS 
 
taz Neubau, Redaktions- und Ver lagsgebäude, Ber lin, Deutschland 

E2A 
 

In its special corner location on Friedrichstrasse the new taz building interfaces between the traditional 
Berlin block and the stand-alone structures dating from the 1984 IBA. The combination of corner and 
block prompted a simple solution: Along Friedrichstrasse the Berlin eaves height is adopted such that the 
block is continued. A recess in the facade along Friedrichstrasse marks a clearly accentuated entrance. 
The structural system of the new building takes the form of a grid. The greatest possible capacity is 
achieved with as few elements as possible. I t is a structure in which all the parts need to perform equally 
and only achieve stability together. I t is a system with no hierarchy. As such, the architectural appearance 
of the new taz building becomes the structure and symbol of the organization at one and the same time. 
The main structure comprises diagonal struts along the building sheath that require no additional support 
on the inside. The 13-meter deep office spaces create a workshop atmosphere and enable a number of 
different forms of working. Given its dimension and plasticity, the staircase sculpture in the middle of the 
new edifice creates a vertical pedestrian precinct across its entire height. I t is a place for meeting and 
informal discussion. The building breathes here and promotes spontaneous communication. 
 

Eingangsgebäude Freilichtmuseum Glentleiten, Deutschland 

Florian Nagler Architekten  
 

The architects were delighted by the fact in the case of the farmhouses in this upland region, 
straightforward geometry outside contrasts with a complex interior, in terms both of function and 
construction. This gave them inspiration for the new entrance building at the open-air museum in 
Glentleiten. 
The idea was to build a large, simple roof with a robust structure beneath that can accommodate the 
desired facilit ies and is also flexible and as such sustainable. In terms of size, the roof takes its cue from 
the surrounding buildings and blends in astonishingly well. Featuring two large doors to the museum and 
the restaurant, the design of the facades references the doors to the neighboring “Starkerer Stadel” inn, 
but is almost abstract. At first sight the traditional shape of the roof and the simple timber facades are 
reminiscent of functional agricultural buildings, which are a familiar sight in the foothills of the Alps in 
Bavaria. The detailing, however, deviates somewhat from this familiar picture.  
The entrance to the museum, the special exhibition, and all the associated spaces are on the lower 
entrance level. On the story above is the restaurant, which through skillful exploitation of the topography 
features barrier-free external access leading to the beer garden as well. Spaces which do not require 
natural daylight are buried in the gentle slope, making the building look smaller. 
 
Stylepark Neubau am Peterskirchhof, Frankfurt am M ain, Deutschland 

NKBAK 
 

The brief was for a residential and commercial building in downtown Frankfurt to be extended into a rear 
courtyard. What was special about this particular assignment was that unlike standard rear courtyard 
situations, the new structure would be visible from the adjacent St. Peter’s churchyard, a park-like 
heritage site with a surrounding cemetery wall.  
The idea behind the concept focused not on segregation but rather on extending an existing structure and 
accentuating time layers. For this reason, the new building was constructed with a clinker facade on the 
cemetery wall. The exposed masonry has various stone formats layered horizontally, such that the (time) 
layering is manifested in the material as well. 
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On account of spacing regulations there was a limitation to what could be built. With regard to the 
building mass and natural light the size of the structure was coordinated precisely. On the ground floor an 
existing commercial unit was extended. Two residential units were built on the upper stories. Through the 
creation of housing they play a role in the densification of downtown Frankfurt. 
 
"einfach gebaut", Ber lin, Deutschland 

orange architekten 
 

The architects themselves acquired the land, which was considered unsuitable for building on, and 
designed and realized the residential ensemble completely on their own. Raising the structures meant that 
the pathways as well as the ventilation of the quarter were preserved. Most of the trees were also saved, as 
the entire building was positioned between their roots.  
The building is made up of two separate parts. The five-story, slender “Langhaus” features spacious lofts. 
Facing south the apartments are completely glazed. From the continuous balconies the residents look 
directly onto the treetops. To the north there are arcades. The “Atelierhaus” consists of three 40-square 
meter apartments stacked on top of one another. Both buildings are accessed by an exterior stairwell 
overlooking the road.  
As an alternative to a thermal insulation composite system the architects developed a mesh facade with 
fitted thermal insulation, with no composite material, which can be completely dismantled and recycled. 
For the floor, instead of screed and glued parquet a single large loose-lying laminated wooden timber 
panel combined the functions screed and floor. 
All the apartments boast an exposed concrete ceiling. Sliding elements replace plasterboard walls and 
enable spaces to be put to flexible use. The idea of a possible further story was shelved in favor of three-
meter high ceilings. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



          

DAM Preis 2020 – The 26 best bui ldings in\ from Germany Frankfurt/ Main, 31/ 01/ 2020  

 
PRESS INFORMATION                                                                                                                                                                                     page 7 

 

LI ST OF EX H I BI TED BUI LDI NGS 

 
ARCHITEKTEN WANNENMACHER +  MÖLLER 
Wohn- und Geschäftshausensemble, Bielefeld 
 
BKK-3 
Wohnvielfalt am Grasbrookpark, Hamburg 
 
BRANDLHUBER + EMDE, BURLON/ MUCK PETZET ARCHITEKTEN 
Terrassenhaus /  Lobeblock, Berlin 
 
DAVID CHIPPERFIELD ARCHITECTS WINNER 
James-Simon-Galerie, Berlin 
 
DEADLINE ARCHITEKTEN – GRIFFIN JÜRGENS GBR 
Frizz23, Berlin 
  
DÜRSCHINGER ARCHITEKTEN 
Wiederaufbau Hofstelle Stiegler, Cadolzburg 
 
E2A FINALIST 
taz Redaktions- und Verlagsgebäude, Berlin 
 
FLORIAN NAGLER ARCHITEKTEN 
Wiederaufbau St. Martha, Nürnberg 
 
FLORIAN NAGLER ARCHITEKTEN FINALIST 
Eingangsgebäude Freilichtmuseum, Glentleiten 
 
HEHNPOHL ARCHITEKTUR 
Haus am Buddenturm, Münster 
  
HILD UND K 
Wohnen an der Prinzregentenstraße, München 
 
HIRNER & RIEHL 
Bellevue di Monaco, München 
 
HIPPMANN ARCHITEKTEN 
club traube, Stuttgart 
 
JSWD 
Flow Tower, Köln 
 
LIMBROCK TUBBESING 
Klopstockhöfe, Hamburg 
 
NAUMANN WASSERKAMPF ARCHITEKTEN 
"Erstling", elterlicher Alterssitz, Roetgen-Rott 
 
NKBAK FINALIST 
Stylepark Neubau am Peterskirchhof, Frankfurt am Main 
 
ORANGE ARCHITEKTEN FINALIST 
"einfach gebaut", Wohnhaus, Berlin 
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SCHNEIDER + SCHUMACHER 
Kostengünstiger Wohnungsbau, Frankfurt am Main 
 
STAAB ARCHITEKTEN 
Design Fakultät Hochschule München (Erweiterung, Modernisierung Zeughaus), München  
 
STEFAN FORSTER ARCHITEKTEN 
Wohnhaus Schlossstraße, Frankfurt/ Main 
 
STUDIO GRÜNDER KIRFEL 
Neue Remise Schloss Bedheim, Bedheim 
 
SUMMACUMFEMMER 
Haus B., Ottendorf 
 
 
I NTERNATI ONAL ARCH I TECTURE 
 
ACKERMANN + RAFF 
Magyizin Hospital, Magyizin, Myanmar 
 
DESIGNBUILD (HOCHSCHULE FÜR ANGEWANDTE WISSENSCHAFTEN MÜNCHEN, URSULA 
HARTIG)  
Kulturzentrum Chamanga, Chamanga, Ecuador 
 
BOLLES + WILSON 
Teatri Andon Z. Çajupi, Korçë, Albanien 
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TH E JURY 2020  

 
Stephan Schütz (winner of DAM Preis 2019, gmp Architekten von Gerkan Marg und Partner) - chair  
Christina Budde (curator, architecture education DAM) 
Nicole Heptner  1st meeting  /  Dijane Slavic 2nd meeting (architectural media manager for JUNG) 
Christoph Hesse (ChristopHesseArchitects) 
Anne Kaestle (Duplex Architekten) 
Friederike Meyer (editor-in-chief of BauNetz Meldungen) 
Manfred Ortner (O & O Baukunst) 
 
Nominations /  Pre-Jury 
Peter Cachola Schmal (director of DAM) 
Yorck Förster (freelance curator for DAM) 
Christina Gräwe (freelance curator for DAM) 

 

PUBLI CATI ON 
 

 

Peter Cachola Schmal, Yorck Förster, Christina Gräwe (ed.) 

GERM AN ARCH I TECTURE ANNUAL 2020  

 

 

DOM publishers 

german/ englisch; Hardcover, 256 pages, 400 images 

 
ISBN: 978-3-86922-755-9 

           

 
 
Museum shop prize / Book Store Prize: 38,-  EUR   

COI NCI DI NG PROGRAM  
 

JUNG Lectures. The Finalists of DAM Preis 2020 
Thursday, M arch 19, 2020 , 7 p.m. \  DAM Auditorium, Entrance 5 EUR/  2,50 EUR reduced.  
 

E2A: Piet Eckert /  Wim Eckert 
NKBAK: Nicole Kerstin Berganski /  Andreas Krawczyk 
ORANGE ARCHITEKTEN: Peter Tschada /  Anna Weber 
 

JUNG Lectures. The Finalists of DAM Preis 2020 
Tuesday, M ay 5, 2020 , 7 p.m. \  DAM Auditorium, Entrance 5 EUR/  2,50 EUR reduced.  
 

DAVID CHIPPERFIELD ARCHITECTS: Alexander Schwarz 
FLORIAN NAGLER ARCHITEKTEN: Florian Nagler 
 
Guided Tours with Yorck Förster  

on Saturdays and Sundays, 4 p.m 
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I M PRI NT 
 
DAM Preis 2020 – The 26 best buildings in\ from Germany 
Published within the German Architecture Annual 2020 
 
February 1 – May 10, 2020 
An exhibition by Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM)  
In behalf of the Department of Culture and Science /  Culture Board, City of Frankfurt am Main 
 
Director  Peter Cachola Schmal 
Deputy Director  Andrea Jürges 
Exhibition curators  Yorck Förster, Christina Gräwe 
Graphic Design  DOM publishers, Berlin, Lupe Bezzina 
Panel Production  inditec, Display & Messegestaltung GmbH, Bad Camberg 
Poster and Invitation Cards  GARDENERS, Frankfurt am Main 
Guided Tours  Yorck Förster 
Education Curator  Christina Budde 
Artist DAM Award Statue  Harald Pompl 
Registrar  Wolfgang Welker 
Installation of Exhibition Anke Menck, Houaida Soubai, Ömer Simsek und Paul Ruppert under the 
direction of Christian Walter 
Museum Technician  Joachim Müller-Rahn 
Administration  Inka Plechaty, Jacqueline Brauer 
Press and public relations  Brita Köhler, Anja Vrachlit ios, Anna Wegmann (DAM), Nicole Heptner 
(JUNG) 
 
Partners: Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM ) und JUNG 

 
JUNG – Progress as Tradition 
JUNG provides equipment and systems that win over by advanced technology, sophisticated design, and a 
large variety of features. On the one hand, our portfolio includes switches, socket outlets, dimmers, and 
observers. On the other, it includes innovative systems for controlling features in your home. Around 
1.300 employees in Germany and in the 18 subsidiaries and 70 representative offices in Europe, North 
America, the Middle East, and Asia turn the company’s guiding principle ‘Progress as Tradition’ into an 
everyday lived practice. 
 
Since 2017, i.e., for the 4th year now, JUNG, as a close par tner  of Deutsches Architekturmuseum 

(DAM ) , has each year honored outstanding buildings in Germany in the form of the DAM Preis launched 
in 2007.  
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FOR M ORE I NFORM ATI ON SEE:  DAM -PREI S.DE 

 
 
 
 

 
Press images for announcements and reports during the exhibition period at www.dam-online.de 

 

 
 

 

 
March 14 – August 2 2020 
DI E NEUE H EI M AT (1950  –  1982)  

A Social Democratic Utopia and its Buildings 
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