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DAM PREIS 2 0 2 1 
TH E 2 5 BEST BUILDINGS IN\ FROM GERMANY 

 
The DAM Preis for Architecture in Germany 2021 has been awarded to MVRDV and N-V-O NUYKEN 
VON OEFELE ARCHITETKEN for W ERK 12  in  Mun ich .  
 
WERK12 is located on the former Pfanni site near Munich's Ostbahnhof station. For some years now, the 
area has been developing into an experimental urban district. Circumferential wide balcony walkways and 
cascading staircases characterize the building on the outside; its fresh, cheeky appearance is given by huge 
letters with onomatopoeia borrowed from comics on the facade. The open space in front of the building 
supports its appearance. It is no coincidence that the images of the Dutch Expo 2000 pavilion pop up in 
the mind's eye: It animated the client to commission the building. Inside, the five-story building offers a 
high degree of flexibility for a wide range of user requirements. Additional levels are created by retracted 
galleries in the high rooms. Open installations and exposed concrete characterize the interior. A fitness 
studio occupies three floors, one of which has a pool. In addition, there are various restaurant uses and 
office spaces. 
 
In 2021, the award will for the fifth time be bestowed by Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM) in  clo se  
co o pe ratio n  w ith  JUNG as  its  partn e r  – as part of a phased jury process.  
 
 
TH E LONGLIST 
 
For the DAM Preis for Architecture in Germany, the museum has nominated – since 2016 also 
considering proposals by the Chamber of Architects – 100 remarkable buildings or ensembles. The 
nominated buildings for the DAM Preis 2021 had to be completed between the end of 2018 and the spring 
of 2020. Basically, the nomination of the buildings on the longlist was not limited to a specific building 
typology, minimum size or building amount.  
 
New since 2017 is that all buildings on this nomination list, sorted geographically, are presented annually 
in the Ar chit ek t u r fü hr er  Deu t s ch la n d . The 2021 edition, published by DOM publishers, is already 
on sale. At the same time, the longlist can also be viewed on the Internet at dam-preis.de. Over the years, 
a digital archive of remarkable buildings in Germany will be created. 
 
 
TH E SH ORTLIST  
 
A jury of experts chaired by Alexander Schwarz (David Chipperfield Architects, winner of the DAM Prize 
2020) chose from the longlist of 2 2  pro je cts  a smaller number for the Sh o rtlis t fo r th e  DAM Prize  
2 0 21. A selection of four buildings designed by German architects and erected outside the country were 
also included for consideration for honorary mention. 
 
One project, the adidas ‚Arena’ in Herzogenaurach designed by  Behnisch Architekten, w as strictly  closed 

to the public during the lockdow n. As a result, it w s not possible to send an author to w rite about the 

building. So the DAM postponed the discussion of the adidas Arena until next year’s annual –  in the 

hope that w e w ill be able to visit the building in Herzogenaurach in 2021. 
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The shortlist covers aspects of housing construction, for example a modular building in Berlin that takes 
its cue from industrial examples, und a building complex in Nuremberg that cites the predecessor 
building in its use of ornamental spolia. Childcare centers are likewise featured, with two completely 
different solutions, the one a refined wooden structure in Ditzingen, the other the conversion of a 
somewhat unremarkable villa into an all the more refreshing childcare center in Memmingen. 
Just how varied can administrative buildings be? Indeed, just how can strongly can they foster 
communication? The head office of drugstore chain dm located in Karlsruhe’s Durlach district, which 
draws on anthroposophy for inspiration, is exemplary in terms of constituting corporate architecture. Not 
least, special builds that shape the face of the specific location are also shortlisted: They include the high-
water protection structure and waterside promenade in Hamburg’s Niederhafen and the innovative 
wooden structure for the Urbach Tower in the beautiful Remstal surroundings, for example.  
 
 
TH E FINALISTS 
 
In the course of a special jury trip undertaken at the end of August 2020 the jury inspected the four 
building ensembles chosen as the finalists. 
 
 
BUILDINGS OUTSIDE GERMANY 
 
Not included in the shortlist for the DAM  Prize, but for many years a firm part of this overview of 
contemporary German architecture are buildings designed by German architectural practices located in 
other countries: In Luxembourg, Bolles + Wilson crafted the Bn L –  Biblio th è que  n atio n ale  du  
Luxe m bo urg.  In Hangzhou in China the architects von Gerkan Marg und Partner masterminded the 
So uth  Railw ay Statio n . Ingenieure ohne Grenzen e.V. realized the Ris in g Star Scho o l fuo r H o ple y 
in Harare, Zimbabwe. And finally, the corporate and visitor center GRÜNE ERDE-WELT in 
Steinfelden, Austria was created by Terrain: Integral Designs. 
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DAM PREIS 2 0 2 1 –  PRIZE W INNER  
 
W ERK 12 , Mun ich   
MVRDV and N-V-O NUYKEN VON  OEFELE ARCHITEKTEN 
 
The new Werksviertel district is situated south-east of the Ostbahnhof station. For about ten years now, a 
transformed industrial district has been developing here, which retains obvious reminders and 
architectural symbols from its previous life. Warehouses, silos, and railroad tracks bear witness to the 
time when not only Pfanni dumplings were produced here, but also Zündapp motorcycles, clothing, and 
much more. This is no surprise, since the former owners of Pfanni only grant leasehold rights to 
individual parcels, rather than selling them, when they are not themselves the developers.  
A diverse mix of restaurants and hotels (plus a hostel), start-ups and artist studios, alternative theatres, 
and even new flats and schools has rapidly sprung up at this hub on the S-Bahn mainline, just three 
stations away from Marienplatz. A concert hall for the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra will also be 
realised there in the future.  
 
In the district’s central square, appropriately named Knödelplatz (Dumpling Square), stands WERK 12. 
This building forms a stark contrast to Munich’s city centre. In the summer of 2020, some of the features 
designed years ago were particularly impressive. For example, the external terraces, over three metres 
wide, feature wrap-around concrete stairs and ensure an important aspect of the ‘new normality’ – a 
normality in which the use of outdoor space is the preferred means of staying safe from the coronavirus. 
Retractable solar-protection screens on the outer edge of the terraces provide shade. It was essential to 
deploy a fully independent external circulation system, including a lift shaft, for the concept of the 
building as a series of five double-storey platforms stacked on top of each other. This concept enables the 
flexible use of every floor; and this flexibility has been fully exploited. Most significantly, the galleries and 
double-storey, 5.5-metre-high spaces together make it possible to introduce different uses across ten 
storeys. The full glazing between the floor and exposed-concrete ceiling creates an immediate connection 
between interior and exterior.  
 
The primary tenant is a state-of-the-art gym occupying over 4,500 square metres, distributed among 
three floors. This usage fits perfectly with Munich’s image as the hub of a sophisticated fit- ness culture. 
Underneath the gym on the ground floor, there are numerous eating and drinking establishments. On the 
penthouse level, there is an Audi mobility research group, and there may soon also be a bar in the large 
open space (which at the time of the jury’s visit had not yet been leased due to the pandemic).  
 
With this design, MVRDV have drawn on their illustrious early period. The old Netherlands Pavilion at 
the 2000 World Expo in Hannover impressed the client due to its flexibility and open- ness – so much so 
that he originally asked Jacob van Rijs of MVRDV to simply transfer it to Munich. The old vision of 
‘stacked Dutch landscapes’ thus spawned the new stacked landscapes of the body temple in Munich. An 
extraordinarily fruitful transformation! This was realised through an equally fruitful collaboration: the 
associated office, N-V-O, was already engaged in the conver- sion of the potato warehouse into the WERK 
7 theatre building in the immediate vicinity.  
 
The jury unanimously chose this excellent and visionary achievement to be the winner of the 2021 DAM 
Preis.  
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Quo te s  fro m  th e  jury 
 
‘MVRDV have designed the different levels not as flat planes but as three-dim ensional volum es w ith 

staggered heights. The spaces flow  into one another and form  a play ful arrangem ent. A successful 

experim ent for a flexible building w ith spatial diversity .’  

(Nicole Kerstin Berganski)  
 
‘If architecture is to speak, it cannot be left sim ply  m urm uring in the background. W ERK 12 positively  

bellow s –  but it has som ething im portant to say : a building can be flexible, universal, robust, open, 

refined, and at the sam e tim e cheerful.’  

(Anne Femmer)  
 
‘W ERK 12 and its forecourt form  a nucleus for the W erksviertel district. The future-oriented building 

enables flexible uses –  for w ork, pleasure, and recreation. The bright interior spaces, w ith a height of 

over five m etres, allow  for additional interm ediate floors, thanks to the placem ent of the circulation 

structure on the exterior.’ 

(Andrea Jürges)  
 

‘If the architect has a vision, and the client the w ill, the sym biosis of the tw o can lead to a rem arkable 

outcom e.  

(Peter Kulka)  
 

‘There w ill be no doubt: W ERK 12 is here to stay . It can be read as a signifier for the aw akening of the 

entire district –  w ith or w ithout the exclam ations on its facades.’ 

(Hans-Dieter Nägelke)  
 

‘The Netherlands Pavilion from  the 2000  W orld Expo has been transported to Munich, in the form  of an 

im pressive urban variation. Bold, glam orous, and open for the w ildest m ix of uses: this w ork of 

architecture harbours enorm ous potential for the future.’  

(Amber Sayah)  
 

‘MVRD have not only  draw n on and reinterpreted their grand early  w ork; they  have once again 

affirm ed their status as far-sighted visionaries.’ 

(Peter Cachola Schmal)  
 

‘It is so pleasant w hen a concept captures a place the w ay  it is and at the sam e tim e transform s it. And it 

is pleasant to see how  a building com es into its ow n w hile rem aining close to its concept.’ 

(Alexander Schwarz)  
 

‘W ERK 12 m aintains an active dialogue w ith its colourful surroundings. Inside, it is m arked by  an 

exceptional freedom  of design and a diverse range of uses. A very  special project, dem onsrating that 

im pressive architecture depends not only  on good planners but also on courageous clients.’  

(Dijane Slavic)  
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DAM PREIS 20 21 –  TH E FINALISTS 
 
FAR FROHN&ROJAS 
‚Wo h n re gal‘, Be rlin    
 
The ‘Wohnregal’ (‘Dwelling Shelves’) is located at the intersection of two typical residential streets in 
Berlin-Moabit. The building is skilfully integrated into the fully developed urban fabric consisting of slab 
and perimeter-block buildings. However, the side fac ̧ade facing Waldenser- strasse is unusual, for it 
consists of an open staircase framed by loggias on the left and right. The result is a small urban stage: only 
a fine steel mesh protects those going up and down.  

Through the utilisation of a prefabricated sys- tem of exposed concrete elements taken from industrial 
construction, the building is freed from the structural and visual conventions common in residential 
building. This is reminiscent of the 1950s to 1970s and is a convincing translation of this period into the 
present day.  

Marc Frohn had the idea of transferring construction methods from industrial building to residential 
construction, through the use of columns, beams, and π ceilings. The building was supposed to be 
inexpensive, thus the assembly of the prefabricated elements needed to be simplified as far as possible. 
The modular system of columns and beams and their interconnections are openly displayed. The windows 
are standardised floor-to-ceiling sliding-tilt units, which are simply installed within curtainwalls in front 
of the structure on the lateral sides facing Emdener Strasse and the inner courtyard.  

The load-bearing system allows for column-free rooms. This accommodates flats of between 37 and 110 
square metres in area on the six floors. The ceilings made of π panels span over 13.5 metres, the 
appearance of the ceiling is unusually robust for a residential building. Concrete surfaces and white walls 
dominate the character of the interiors. The greenish, translucent window-guard panels are fitted gratings 
made of fibre-glass-reinforced plastic for industry. Such unusual elements also make the house a cheerful 
contemporary. All in all, the living spaces provide plenty of free space, which is used in a very individual 
manner. They avoid the blandness of standardised dwelling unit plans typically used in housing 
construction today.  

 

KUEHN MALVEZZI M WITH ATELIER LE BALTO 
Gre e n h o use  an d adm in is tratio n  bu ildin g, Obe rh aus e n   
 
The administration building does exert a powerful presence on the prominent site at the western corner of 
Marktstrasse and the Altmarkt (old market). It is a building that doesn’t make a fuss. The fac ̧ade is made 
of stacked-bond, dark-glazed bricks that frame the deeply set floor-to-ceiling windows. The materiality 
and construction have clear precedents in the industrial architecture. This is also true for the interior 
design. User of the building ist the Oberhausen Jobcentre.  
 
The greenhouse is by necessity bright and open in form and consists of a flowing 1,000-square-metre 
series of spaces. One of its primary goals is to test the technical integration of the greenhouse system 
within the overall building service infrastructure. The Fraunhofer Institute is using 160 square metres in 
order to research, horticultural activity in the remaining area is managed by a company specialising in 
greenhouse building.  
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The essentially U-shaped building encloses an inner courtyard that is accessible from the square. A steel 
structure located in the passage-way leading to the Altmarkt provides separate access to the green-house 
level. At the same time, the structure serves as a large-scale trellis for plants. Extended platforms with 
seating will let this circulation structure grow into a kind of vertical garden path.  
The garden is a forbidden paradise, for it is not accessible from the building. This decision was a response 
to various concerns. However, the garden is also not easily accessible from the city. Vandalism in (semi-
)public spaces is a problem. A gate thus blocks the access. This is disheartening, because it falls so far 
behind everything that has been created over the past 30 years, such as green semi-public eco-houses and 
atriums. It’s as though it were cursed: the parts are right in and of themselves, but they don’t fit together. 
Perhaps in the future they will grow together and the administration building, green-house, courtyard 
garden, and the city will be unified. The potential is there.  
 
 
O&O BAUKUNST  
Academ y o f Dram atic Arts , Be rlin  
 

Overture  

The Academy’s courses of study were spread over various sites in East Berlin. The desire for a common 
school building was loud and clear, and an investor bidding process was initiated. Cost increases led to the 
process being cancelled.  
 

Act 1: Interlude and Scene Change  

A new location is brought into play: the former opera workshops. A competition is held in 2011 for the 
conversion of the building. The practice O&O Baukunst wins. The planning has to be adjusted to come 
under the price ceiling. There is a considerable financial shortfall – the Berlin Senate votes to cancel the 
project for the second time.  
 

Act 2: Rebellion, Solidarity , and Turnaround  

The students occupy their own school. More and more institutions, political parties, and media outlets are 
backing the students. Representatives of the school and the city government reach an agreement, the 
planning resumes.  
 

Act 3: Transform ation and Continuity   

The opera workshops become the central building for the Academy. Workshops and rehearsal stages are 
the essential core elements. The eastern corner of the original structure has been cut open. Here, a stage 
tower rises up. A second new element is the cafeteria, a flat glass box with a fac ̧ade of perforated-metal 
panels, situated in the southern corner. The main entrance is located between the stage tower and the 
cafeteria.  
 

Act 4: Reorganised; Ready  for the Future  

The high entrance foyer functions as a connecting hub, as well as an intermission lobby during public 
performances. A corridor goes from the centre of the foyer to the end of the lengthy old building. Here on 
the ground floor are rows of various workshops to the left and right. On the three upper floors are 
classrooms, smaller rehearsal rooms and the library.  
 

Act 5: Future Grow th and Adaptation  

The design provides a clear spatial arrangement for all of the school’s needs, as well as the opportunity for 
the school to gradually make the new building its own when, post-corona, in-person activities can be fully 
resumed.  
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LIST OF SH OWCASED PROJECTS 
 
ALLMANN SATTLER WAPPNER . ARCHITEKTEN 
Revitalization Schwanthaler Höhe, Munich 
 
ARETZ DÜRR ARCHITEKTUR 
„Haus D // 6“, Oberberg 
 
ARGE MVRDV & N-V-O NUYKEN VON OEFELE ARCHITEKTEN  
„WERK12“, Munich PRIZE W INNER  
 
ATELIER KEMPE THILL 
Tenever atrium house, Bremen 
 
ADDENDA ARCHITECTS 
Bauhaus Museum Dessau 
 
BEHNISCH ARCHITEKTEN 
KIT Energy Lab 2.0, Eggenstein-Leopoldshafen 
 
BEZ + KOCK ARCHITEKTEN 
Südwestfalen Museum and Cultural Forum, Arnsberg 
 
BARKOW LEIBINGER 
Trumpf Day Care Center, Ditzingen 
 
BRUNO FIORETTI MARQUEZ 
Extension of the district office Neustadt an der Waldnaab 
 
BUNDSCHUH ARCHITEKTEN  
Suhrkamp ensemble, Berlin 
 
FAR FROHN&ROJAS 
„Wohnregal“, Berlin FINALIST 
 
HILD UND K 
Living at Werderstraße, Nuremberg 
 
HEILERGEIGER ARCHITEKTEN 
Day Care Center Karoline Goldhofer, Memmingen (Allgaeu)  
 
HELGA BLOCKSDORF ARCHITEKTUR 
Rosé Residence and studio house, Berlin 
 
ICD / ACHIM MENGES UND ITKE / JAN KNIPPERS, UNIVERSITÄT STUTTGART  
Urbach Tower, Remstal 
 
KUEHN MALVEZZI WITH ATELIER LE BALTO 
Integrated roof greenhouse and administration building, Oberhausen FINALIST 
 
LRO LEDERER RAGNARSDÓTTIR OEI 
Dialogicum – dm-drogerie markt Company Headquarters, Karlsruhe 
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MAX DUDLER 
Eisenbahnmuseum, Bochum 
 
O&O BAUKUNST  
Ernst Busch University for Dramatic Arts, Berlin FINALIST 
 
WANDEL LORCH ARCHITEKTEN 
Memorial Hotel Silber, Stuttgart 
 
ZAHA HADID ARCHITECTS 
Niederhafen flood protection and promenade, Hamburg 
 
 
ABROAD  
 
BOLLES + WILSON 
BnL – Bibliothèque nationale du Luxembourg, Luxemburg  
 
GMP ARCHITEKTEN VON GERKAN MARG UND PARTNER 
South railway station Hangzhou, China 
 
INGENIEURE OHNE GRENZEN E.V.  
Rising Star School für Hopley, Harare, Simbabwe  
 
TERRAIN: INTEGRAL DESIGNS  
GRÜNE ERDE-WELT company and visitor center, Steinfelden, Austria 
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JURY OF TH E DAM PREIS 2 0 2 1 
 
Ale xan de r Sch w arz  (Winner DAM Preis 2020, Partner David Chipperfield Architects) Jury  chair 
Pe te r Cach o la Sch m al (Director DAM) 
An dre a Jürge s  (Deputy Director DAM) 
Yo rck Fö rs te r  (Freelance curator DAM) Pre-jury  + Jury  deputy  
Ch ris tin a Gräw e  (Freelance curator DAM) Pre-jury  + Jury  deputy  
Nico le  H e ptn e r  (Architektur Media Management JUNG) part 1 
Dijan e  Slavic  (Architektur Media Management JUNG) part 2 
Nico le  Ke rs tin  Be rgan s ki  (Finalist DAM Preis 2020, Partner NKBAK) 
An n e  Fe m m e r  (Architect, Partner SUMMACUMFEMMER)  
Pe te r Kulka  (Peter Kulka Architektur)  
H an s -Die te r Näge lke  (Head of Architekturmuseum TU Berlin) 
Am be r Sayah  (Free Journalist) 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

 
 
 

 
 

ARCH ITEKTURFÜH RER DEUTSCH LAND 2 0 2 1 
 
Yorck Förster, Christina Gräwe, Peter Cachola Schmal (Ed.) 
Published by DOM publishers, Berlin / 2020 
 
Soft cover, 224 pages, 135 × 245 mm, 500 images 
ISBN:  978-3-86922-771-9 
German 
 
 
 
 
Available at the museum shop and book stores for EUR 28. 
 
 
DEUTSCH ES ARCH ITEKTUR JAH RBUCH  2 0 2 1 
 
Yorck Förster, Christina Gräwe, Peter Cachola Schmal (Ed.) 
Published by DOM publishers, Berlin / 2021 

 
256 pages, 220 × 280 mm, 350 images 

Linen hard cover, German/English 
 
ISBN 978-3-86922-774-0  
 
 
 
Available at the museum shop and book stores for EUR 38. 
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IMPRINT 
 
DAM Pre is  2 0 21 –  The  2 5 be s t bu ildin gs  in / fro m  Ge rm an y 
Published within the Deutsches Architektur Jahrbuch 2021 
 
Fro m  the  o pe n in g o f the  m use um s   - un til Jun e  13 , 2 0 2 1 

An exhibition by Deutsches Architekturmuseums (DAM)  
On behalf of the Dezernat für Kultur und Wissenschaft, Kulturamt oft he City of Frankfurt/Main 
 

Director  Peter Cachola Schmal 
Deputy Director  Andrea Jürges 
Curators  Yorck Förster, Christina Gräwe  
Graphic design  DOM publishers, Berlin, Nicole Wolf  
Panel production  inditec, Display & Messegestaltung GmbH, Bad Camberg  
Carpentry work  Christian Dörner, Holz und Idee, Offenbach 
Invitation flyer, poster and banner  Gardeners, Frankfurt/Main  
Guided tours  Yorck Förster 
Education  Rebekka Kremershof 
Artist DAM Preis statuette  Harald Pompl  
Registrar  Wolfgang Welker  
Installation oft he exhibition  Ulrich Diekmann, Caroline Krause, Ömer Simsek, under the direction of 
Christian Walter  
Museum technician  Achim Müller-Rahn 
Sekretariat and Administration  Inka Plechaty, Jacqueline Brauer  
Press and PR  Brita Köhler, Anna Wegmann (DAM) / Nicole Heptner, Dijane Slavic, Eva Herrmann 
(JUNG) 
 

Partner: De utsches  Arch ite kturm use um  (DAM) an d JUNG 
 

JUNG - Progress as Tradition 
Founded over 100 years ago with what was then a novel pull switch – today, as a manufacturer of state-of-
the-art building technology, JUNG develops and manufactures products for the entire range of electrical 
installation, from classic switches and sockets to security technology and door communication up to radio 
or KNX-based applications. JUNG's goal - in keeping with the company tradition - is to use advanced 
technologies in a meaningful and supportive way: innovatively, sustainably and aesthetically. Over 1,300 
employees in Germany as well as in the 19 subsidiaries and 70 agencies in Europe, North America, the 
Middle East and Asia live the guiding principle of 'progress as tradition'. Since 2017, now in its fifth year, 
JUNG has been involved in the DAM Prize as a close cooperation partner of the Deutsches 
Architekturmuseum (DAM) in honouring outstanding buildings in Germany. 
 
Many thanks to:  
OBJECT CARPET for supporting the winners presentation in the DAM Preis exhibition at the DAM  
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COINCIDING PROGRAM  
 
JUNG Le cture s . Th e  fin alis ts  an d th e  s h o rtlis t o f th e  DAM Pre is  2 0 2 1 
Dates shortly  online at dam -preis.de, Start in March 2021 

 

Guide d to urs  w ith  Yo rck Fö rs te r 
From the opening of the museums every Saturday and Sunday, 4 p.m. 
 

FOR FURTH ER INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT: DAM-PREIS.DE 
 
 
 
 

 
Press images for announcements and reports during the exhibition period at www.dam-online.de/press 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
05.02. – 28.03.2021  
m ax40   
BDA Architekturpreis für Junge Architektinnen und Architekten  
 
05.06. – 31.10.2021 

ANTIKE RADIKAL  
Häuser und Kirchen von Heinz Bienefeld 1954– 1995 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact: 
 
DEUTSCH ES ARCH ITEKTURMUSEUM 
Press & Public Relations 
 
Brita Köhler, Dipl.-Ing. (FH) 
T +49 (0)69.212 36318 \ brita.koehler@stadt-frankfurt.de 
 
 
JUNG 
Architektur Media Management \ Marketing 
 
Dijane Slavic, Dipl.-Ing. 
M +49 (0)170 2711528 \ d.slavic@jung.de 
 


