
 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
ARCHITECT AND REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER 
 
Frankfurt/Main, October 29, 2020 
 
 
ARCHITECT 
OMA Office for Metropolitan Architecture, Rotterdam/Niederlande 
Architects of “Norra Tornen” – Winner of the International Highrise  Award 2020 
 
OMA - Office for Metropolitan Architecture - is an international office that was 
founded in Rotterdam in 1975 and is today run by eight partners - Rem Koolhaas, 
Ellen van Loon, Reinier de Graaf, Shohei Shigematsu, Iyad Alsaka, David 
Gianotten, Chris van Duijn and Jason Long. With offices in Rotterdam, New York, 
Hong Kong, Beijing, Doha, Dubai and Sydney, the office operates worldwide and is 
responsible for buildings such as the CCTV headquarters in Beijing, the 
Fondazione Prada in Milan and the Casa da Música in Porto. Part of the office is 
the think tank AMO which focuses on research and projects outside of architecture.  
 
The design of "Norra Torrnen" has been led by Reinier de Graaf, a long-time 
partner at OMA and in the office since 1996. At OMA he is responsible for projects 
in Europe, Russia and the Middle East. Reinier de Graaf is the co-founder of AMO 
and Sir Arthur Marshall Visiting Professor of Urban Design at the Department of 
Architecture of the University of Cambridge. He is the author of the book “Four 
Walls and a Roof: The Complex Nature of a Simple Profession”. 
 
 
REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER 
Oscar Properties Stockholm/Sweden 
Developer of the "Norra Tornen" - Winner of the International Highrise Award 2020 
 
Founded in 2004 by Oscar Engelbert and based in Stockholm, the company 
operates exclusively in Sweden and has set itself the goal of creating modern and 
unique architecture. Since the foundation a number of new developments as well 
as conversions of existing buildings have been created in cooperation with young 
Swedish architecture offices but also with renowned international stars such as 
Bjarke Ingels and for the "Norra Tornen" with OMA. For Oscar Engelbert, all of their 
projects focus on the development of strong concepts for living, in which 
architecture and design play an essential role. 
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Norra Tornen, Stockholm/Sweden 

Winner International Highrise Award 2020 
 
Architects: OMA Office for Metropolitan Architecture, Rotterdam/Netherlands 
Client: Oscar Properties 

Main use: Living 
Height: 125 m 
Completion: December 2018 
Location: Stockholm/Sweden 
 
The Norra Tornen twin towers, the "northern towers", are located at the transition 
from Vasastaden, a district with residential developments mainly from the 1930s, to 
the newly emerging district of Hagastaden and create a gate situation to the left 
and right of the arterial road Torsgatan. A gate formed by two high-rise buildings is 
a motive traditionally used in Stockholm's cityscape to mark important points. 
 
In the immediate vicinity of the Karolinska Institute, which annually determines the 
winner of the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine, Hagastaden is currently 
Stockholm's largest urban development area comprising 96 hectares, about three 
times the size of the famous old town. By 2030, around 50,000 workplaces and 
6,000 new apartments are to be created here, 3,000 on the Stockholm side and 
3,000 in the subdistrict of Solna. Norra Tornen is therefore not only situated at the 
transition of two districts but also of two municipalities, without this being noticeable 
on the spot.  
 
Norra Tornen marks the transition to the new district and clearly represents a 
contemporary and sustainable vision for the city. At the same time, the towers are 
able to incorporate Stockholm's older architectural structure in their color scheme 



 

 

and rising shape. This mediation between the old and the new is one of the great 
design strengths of the project. 
 
The sheltered balconies and the cube-like modules alternate in a regular pattern 
and form a brutalist game of deception.The ribbed structure and coloration of the 
precast concrete elements were analyzed in many tests. Some versions envisaged 
uncolored concrete or a manually chipped, rough and jagged rib surface in the 
style of the design models of 1960s brutalism such as Paul Rudolph's Art + 
Architecture Building at Yale University in New Haven. With the soft brown of the 
implemented solution, the façade blends in perfectly with Stockholm's earthy color 
range, which includes all shades from beige to red. 
 
The ribs have been straightened with smooth cuts, which make the admixed 
colorful pebbles stand out more clearly, an effect similar to that of a terrazzo floor. 
The cuts create a surprisingly velvety-smooth and very tactile surface, and the 
pebbles make the towers sparkle when they reflect the sun. 
 
The use of prefabricated façade elements made it possible to continue the 
construction work even at temperatures below 5°C, when pouring concrete on site 
would no longer be possible. In addition, prefabrication saved considerable time — 
one story was completed in one week — and costs, which made the differentiated 
façade treatment and dynamic surface with its numerous recesses and projections 
economically feasible in the first place. 
 
All apartments feature at least one balcony and are usually oriented in several 
directions. Even during Sweden's long dark months, huge window areas bring the 
little remaining daylight into the interior. The number and type of amenities 
available to all residents in the Innovationen highrise are generous by European 
standards but would probably not be adequate in New York. By means of an app, 
residents can book the cinema room for up to ten people, a small apartment for 
guests or the meeting room, which is equipped with a kitchen and offers space for 
larger dinner parties. A sauna, a small gym and a yoga room are available at any 
time. On the ground floor, both towers accommodate commercial areas. In the 
Helix tower, a public restaurant is to be installed on the roof terrace on the 16th 
floor. 
 
Sustainability 
The "Norra Tornen" have an energy-efficient sandwich façade with 23 cm thick 
thermal insulation and triple-glazed windows without transoms and mullions to 
avoid thermal bridges. A natural ventilation of the living spaces is achieved by 
ventilation elements in the façade panels. Further technical building equipment 
such as a heat recovery system, heat exchangers in each apartment or 
commercial unit and the connection to the district cooling system contribute to the 
sustainability of the towers. The grey water produced is also used for various 
purposes. The good connection to public transport is an important part of the 
design of the building ensemble. 
 
 
From the jury’s assessment 



 

 

On the way to the decision, the jury's broad discussion focused, among other 
things, on how a high-rise building contributes to the urban fabric and urban life. 
The jury session also focused on the demand for affordable living space in high-
rise construction. In addition, the following aspects, among others, were analyzed: 
forward-looking design, functionality, innovative construction technology, urban 
integration, sustainability and economic efficiency. 
 
The "Norra Tornen" finally came out on top because, as the jury emphasized, they 
are an expression of an equal society, thus expressing not only a characteristic of 
Swedish culture but also a universal message. 
DAM Director Peter Cachola Schmal pointed out that Norra Tornen creates a 
newly emerging gate situation that is shaping urban development. Nonetheless, 
the towers impress with their sculptural effect. Andreas Moser praised the 
elegance the high-rises have in emerging from the lower buildings surrounding 
them, and gave a positive assessment of the tension between the tower's brutalist 
appearance and its context. Rudi Scheuermann attested Norra Tornen a timeless 
design. The excellent materiality and design of the precast concrete elements, their 
ingenious joining, which creates exciting individual loggias, as well as the contrast 
to the fine details of the interior - Annett-Maud Joppien and Benjamin Romano 
agreed on this - are an absolutely unique characteristic. 
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Statuette International Highrise Award 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Statuette Internationale Highrise  Award 

Titanium and granite, 35 x 15 x 12 cm 

Artist: Thomas Demand  

Photo: Friedemann Steinhausen 

 
Thomas Demand is a reputed international photo artist and was brought on board 
by DekaBank to design the award statuette. Since 2004, the symbol of the 
International Highrise Award is made anew every two years and bestowed on the 
respective winner. The statuette consists of striking wafer-thin layers of titanium 
made using an electron-ray melting technology (EBM) which means they can be 
layered in almost any geometry at random. The process, which is otherwise mainly 
used to manufacture medical implants and in the aerospace and automotive 
industries, is currently considered the most innovative method of rapid 
manufacturing.  
 
A building consists first and foremost of ideas that then take form during the design 
phase as concepts, plans, data and presentations, later as contracts, lists of 
claims, agreements, etc. – a veritable tower of documents.  
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Exhibition 
BEST HIGHRISES 2020/21 – INTERNATIONAL HIGHRISE AWARD 2020 
 
October 31, 2020 – February 21, 2020  
at Deutschen Architekturmuseum (DAM), first floor  
Schaumainkai 43, 60596 Frankfurt/Main  
 
Opening hours: Tue, Thu — Sun 10.00 — 18.00 \ Wed 10.00 — 20.00  
Guided tours: On Saturdays and Sundays at 3 p.m., led by Yorck Förster 
 
As in previous years, nowhere else in the world have so many high-rise buildings 
been built as in China. About one in three towers with a height of at least 100 
meters is still being built in China. This enormous construction activity is also 
reflected in the list of nominees, which includes ten projects in China. European 
cities are now pushing ahead with high-rise development, and new towers are also 
being built successively in Africa, as evidenced by the first nomination of a project 
on this continent, or more precisely in Morocco. 
The exhibition presents all 31 nominated buildings and thus showcases the range 
of ideas and current trends in contemporary highrise architecture. The winner 
2020, the residential buildings Norra Tornen in Stockholm by OMA – Office for 
Metropolitan Architecture, will be shown elaborately alongside the four finalist 
projects – Omniturm (Frankfurt/Main Germany) by BIG – Bjarke Ingels Group, 
Copenhagen / Denmark, New York / USA, Eden (Singapore) by Heatherwick 
Studio, London / UK; The Stratford (London / UK) by Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 
London / UK und Leeza SOHO (Beijing / China) by Zaha Hadid Architects, London 
/ UK. 
 
The exhibition displays structural designs and technical details in the form of 
architectural plans. The façades and interiors are depicted in numerous 
photographs, and for some buildings there are films. Models of the finalist highrises 
give the observer an idea of the buildings in their entirety. Short texts explain the 
key aspects of each project as well as the ecological criteria. 
 
 

Exhibition catalogue 
Best Highrises 2020/21 
The International Highrise Award / Internationaler 
Hochhaus Preis 2020 
 
Ed: Peter Cachola Schmal / Peter Körner / Stefanie 
Lampe / Jonas Malzahn 
Jovis Verlag, Berlin 
German-English, card cover, 21 x 27 cm 
152 pages, numerous colored illustrations 
ISBN 978-3-86859-644-1 
EUR 28,– at the museum shop, EUR 34,– at book stores 
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International Highrise Award 2020 Partners 
 
City of Frankfurt  
Frankfurt is the dynamic financial and cultural center with Germany’s most 
impressive skyline. Thanks to its outstanding infrastructure, Frankfurt at the center 
of the FrankfurtRhineMain region is not only very easy to reach, but also very well 
networked. With some 60,000 companies, 650,000 jobs, 248 square kilometers of 
space, and 700,000 inhabitants from 180 different nations, Frankfurt is a vibrant 
and diverse metropolis where everything is close at hand. Renowned sights, such 
as the Imperial Cathedral and the Paulskirche, the cradle of Geman democracy, 
are both located not far from the highrises, as are Frankfurt’s riverside museums. 
These museums form the core of Frankfurt’s museum world, an impressive 
synthesis of attractive cultural highlights and exciting urban planning. The theaters 
are another great ambassador for Frankfurt the Cultural City and their artistic 
output thrills the international cognoscente. Frankfurt forges a skillful bridge 
between the traces of the past and contemporary architecture, and thus between 
tradition and modernity – Frankfurt stands for remarkable continuity at the highest 
of levels. 
 
Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM), Frankfurt/Main  
The Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM) was opened in 1984 as the first 
architecture museum in Germany and is considered one of the most renowned 
addresses in Europe for historical and contemporary architecture. The focus is on 
changing exhibitions on national and international architecture and urban 
development themes of the 20th/21st century, presented in an iconic building of 
postmodernism with the house-in-house by architect Oswald Mathias Ungers. As a 
discussion centre for current issues, it organizes conferences and workshops, 
issues numerous publications and is represented in national and international 
award juries. The permanent exhibition "From Primeval Hut to Skyscraper" 
illustrates the developmental history of architecture with 25 model panoramas. The 
educational program offers children, students and adults access to architectural 
topics in a playful and practical way. 
 
DekaBank Deutsche Girozentrale 
DekaBank is the Wertpapierhaus (securities services provider) of the German 
Savings Bank Finance Group. Together with its subsidiaries it forms the Deka 
Group. The Deka Group has total customer assets of around EUR 310 billion (as 
at 30/06/2020) and around 4.9 million securities accounts, making it one of the 
largest securities services providers and real estate asset managers in Germany . 
It provides retail and institutional clients access to a wide range of investment 
products and services. DekaBank  is firmly anchored in the Sparkassen-
Finanzgruppe and designs its portfolio of products and services to meet the 
requirements of its shareholders and sales partners in the securities business. 
 



 

 

The Deka Group’s global real estate expertise is pooled in its Real Estate 
Division. The  two investment companies, Deka Immobilien Investment GmbH 
and WestInvest Gesellschaft für Investmentfonds mbH, and the service 
company, Deka Immobilien GmbH, manage and service around EUR 40 billion 
in real estate assets (as at 31/12/2019). 
 
 
 
For further information and press images as downloads please visit: 
www.international-highrise-award.com/en/press/images-and-videos-finalists 
www.dam-online.de/press 
 
Contacts: 
 
Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM), Head of Press and PR 
Brita Köhler 
T +49 (0)69 212-36318 / brita.koehler@stadt-frankfurt.de 
 
DekaBank, Press Officer   
Dr. Daniela Gniss 
T +49 (0)69 7147-2188 / daniela.gniss@deka.de   
 
 
Media partner of the International Highrise Award 2020: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


	BACKGROUND INFORMATION
	ARCHITECT AND REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER
	Frankfurt/Main, October 29, 2020
	ARCHITECT
	OMA Office for Metropolitan Architecture, Rotterdam/Niederlande
	Architects of “Norra Tornen” – Winner of the International Highrise  Award 2020
	OMA - Office for Metropolitan Architecture - is an international office that was founded in Rotterdam in 1975 and is today run by eight partners - Rem Koolhaas, Ellen van Loon, Reinier de Graaf, Shohei Shigematsu, Iyad Alsaka, David Gianotten, Chris v...
	REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER
	Oscar Properties Stockholm/Sweden
	Developer of the "Norra Tornen" - Winner of the International Highrise Award 2020
	Founded in 2004 by Oscar Engelbert and based in Stockholm, the company operates exclusively in Sweden and has set itself the goal of creating modern and unique architecture. Since the foundation a number of new developments as well as conversions of e...
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION – WINNER
	Frankfurt/Main, October 29, 2020
	Photo: © Anders Bobert  Norra Tornen, Stockholm/Sweden
	Winner International Highrise Award 2020
	Architects: OMA Office for Metropolitan Architecture, Rotterdam/Netherlands
	Client: Oscar Properties
	Main use: Living
	Height: 125 m
	Completion: December 2018
	Location: Stockholm/Sweden
	The Norra Tornen twin towers, the "northern towers", are located at the transition from Vasastaden, a district with residential developments mainly from the 1930s, to the newly emerging district of Hagastaden and create a gate situation to the left an...
	In the immediate vicinity of the Karolinska Institute, which annually determines the winner of the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine, Hagastaden is currently Stockholm's largest urban development area comprising 96 hectares, about three times the ...
	Norra Tornen marks the transition to the new district and clearly represents a contemporary and sustainable vision for the city. At the same time, the towers are able to incorporate Stockholm's older architectural structure in their color scheme and r...
	The sheltered balconies and the cube-like modules alternate in a regular pattern and form a brutalist game of deception.The ribbed structure and coloration of the precast concrete elements were analyzed in many tests. Some versions envisaged uncolored...
	The ribs have been straightened with smooth cuts, which make the admixed colorful pebbles stand out more clearly, an effect similar to that of a terrazzo floor. The cuts create a surprisingly velvety-smooth and very tactile surface, and the pebbles ma...
	The use of prefabricated façade elements made it possible to continue the construction work even at temperatures below 5 C, when pouring concrete on site would no longer be possible. In addition, prefabrication saved considerable time — one story was ...
	All apartments feature at least one balcony and are usually oriented in several directions. Even during Sweden's long dark months, huge window areas bring the little remaining daylight into the interior. The number and type of amenities available to a...
	Sustainability
	The "Norra Tornen" have an energy-efficient sandwich façade with 23 cm thick thermal insulation and triple-glazed windows without transoms and mullions to avoid thermal bridges. A natural ventilation of the living spaces is achieved by ventilation ele...
	From the jury’s assessment
	On the way to the decision, the jury's broad discussion focused, among other things, on how a high-rise building contributes to the urban fabric and urban life. The jury session also focused on the demand for affordable living space in high-rise const...
	The "Norra Tornen" finally came out on top because, as the jury emphasized, they are an expression of an equal society, thus expressing not only a characteristic of Swedish culture but also a universal message.
	DAM Director Peter Cachola Schmal pointed out that Norra Tornen creates a newly emerging gate situation that is shaping urban development. Nonetheless, the towers impress with their sculptural effect. Andreas Moser praised the elegance the high-rises ...
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION – STATUETTE
	Frankfurt/Main, October 29, 2020
	Statuette International Highrise Award 2020
	Statuette Internationale Highrise  Award
	Titanium and granite, 35 x 15 x 12 cm
	Artist: Thomas Demand
	Photo: Friedemann Steinhausen
	Thomas Demand is a reputed international photo artist and was brought on board by DekaBank to design the award statuette. Since 2004, the symbol of the International Highrise Award is made anew every two years and bestowed on the respective winner. Th...
	A building consists first and foremost of ideas that then take form during the design phase as concepts, plans, data and presentations, later as contracts, lists of claims, agreements, etc. – a veritable tower of documents.
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION – EXHIBITION
	Frankfurt/Main, October 29, 2020
	Exhibition
	BEST HIGHRISES 2020/21 – INTERNATIONAL HIGHRISE AWARD 2020
	October 31, 2020 – February 21, 2020
	at Deutschen Architekturmuseum (DAM), first floor
	Schaumainkai 43, 60596 Frankfurt/Main
	Opening hours: Tue, Thu — Sun 10.00 — 18.00 \ Wed 10.00 — 20.00
	Guided tours: On Saturdays and Sundays at 3 p.m., led by Yorck Förster
	As in previous years, nowhere else in the world have so many high-rise buildings been built as in China. About one in three towers with a height of at least 100 meters is still being built in China. This enormous construction activity is also reflecte...
	The exhibition presents all 31 nominated buildings and thus showcases the range of ideas and current trends in contemporary highrise architecture. The winner 2020, the residential buildings Norra Tornen in Stockholm by OMA – Office for Metropolitan Ar...
	The exhibition displays structural designs and technical details in the form of architectural plans. The façades and interiors are depicted in numerous photographs, and for some buildings there are films. Models of the finalist highrises give the obse...
	Exhibition catalogue
	Best Highrises 2020/21
	The International Highrise Award / Internationaler Hochhaus Preis 2020
	Ed: Peter Cachola Schmal / Peter Körner / Stefanie Lampe / Jonas Malzahn
	Jovis Verlag, Berlin
	German-English, card cover, 21 x 27 cm
	152 pages, numerous colored illustrations
	ISBN 978-3-86859-644-1
	EUR 28,– at the museum shop, EUR 34,– at book stores
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION – PARTNERS
	Frankfurt/Main, October 29, 2020
	International Highrise Award 2020 Partners
	City of Frankfurt
	Frankfurt is the dynamic financial and cultural center with Germany’s most impressive skyline. Thanks to its outstanding infrastructure, Frankfurt at the center of the FrankfurtRhineMain region is not only very easy to reach, but also very well networ...
	Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM), Frankfurt/Main
	The Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM) was opened in 1984 as the first architecture museum in Germany and is considered one of the most renowned addresses in Europe for historical and contemporary architecture. The focus is on changing exhibitions on n...
	DekaBank Deutsche Girozentrale
	For further information and press images as downloads please visit:
	Contacts:
	Deutsches Architekturmuseum (DAM), Head of Press and PR
	Brita Köhler
	T +49 (0)69 212-36318 / brita.koehler@stadt-frankfurt.de
	DekaBank, Press Officer
	Dr. Daniela Gniss
	T +49 (0)69 7147-2188 / daniela.gniss@deka.de
	Media partner of the International Highrise Award 2020:

